
KALEIDOSCOPES 
by Charles J. Sorg 

 
Model Name: Transition    Edition of 1 of each 
 
Signed: Charles J. Sorg    6-9-2005 
 
Mirror system: Tapered three mirror system. 
 
Object case: 3.25” diameter marble made by marble artist: James 
Alloway. 
 
External features: Uniquely shaped marble-scope made with iridescent 
white and sky blue art glass with many dark blue nuggets. 
 
Miscellaneous: Artist’s note, “This is a scope that I had wanted to build 
for several years before I actually started making it. I wanted to make a 
kaleidoscope (marblescope) unlike anything ever seen. 

I named this kaleidoscope “Transition” because it represents a shift 
in my designs to incorporate the slumping of glass. This kaleidoscope is 
#7 in my Blue Nugget series. (The only qualification is a white and 
medium blue body with at least one deep blue nugget piece of glass.) This 
scope is made of white and sky blue art glass both of which are 
iridescent, with many dark blue nuggets, each one ground to the size that 
I required.  

This is the first time I have collaborated with another artist in the 
making of one of my scopes. The end result is truly a unique kaleidoscope 
which features a 3.25” glass marble by well-known glass marble artist 
James Alloway. I am very excited about this piece and the opportunity to 
combine my work with that of another artist that I respect and admire.  

I started making this kaleidoscope in January 2004. The design led 
me to a place where I needed the use of a kiln. I bought one the week 
before Christmas in 2004.  

I made some molds out of a stainless steel thermal cup that I cut up. 
Then I slumped all the glass that I need to finish this scope. I had to cut 
half a dozen intricate pieces of glass for the back and needed to work out 
the size and exact placement for the mirror systems. Because of the 
compound angles of the scope, it took a dozen tries before I 
accomplished a mirror system that fit perfectly. It took a lot of soldering 
and then a lot more decorative dimpled soldering. I finished it by 
attaching a light blue felt pad on the bottom. Oh yea, I cut a design into it 
also. ” 
 
Specifications: 12.25"  high, 11.25” wide, 6.5” deep.   
 
 

email:  hawk874@aol.com 
 
 


